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other hand, several sounds which exist as pure elements
of speech are not represented at all by a special letter,
but must be expressed by a combination of letters, while
compound sounds, on the contrary, are given in a single
letter. The English and French languages are particu-
larly wanting in this correspondence between articulate
sounds and the letters of the alphabet, but even the Ger-
man language, which in this respect has fewer imperfec-
tions, affords sufficient proof of the truth of the remark
made above.

Thus in the German alphabet we find two letters
which do not represent a simple sound, but stand for a
compound one, namely, x for ks or gs, and z for ts
or ds.

Again, we find as different letters for the same sound,
k, q, and c (before a, etc.),/and v, i and y.

C before i, moreover, represents the same compound
sound which is expressed by z; in words from other lan-
guages t has the same peculiarity.

The letters c, q, v, y, x, and z might, therefore, be
dispensed with, as there are no articulate sounds which
especially correspond to them. If we strike out these
letters we have nineteen left, which, however, do not
represent all the simple articulate sounds which we make
use of, and we are obliged to form combinations of letters
for simple articulate sounds. The sound sell is only
expressed by those three letters, the guttural resonant
by ng, and by ch two different sounds formed between
the tongue and the palate, one of which is produced more
forwards (as in icti), the other being more guttural (as in
acJi).

We might prolong this criticism upon the letters of
the alphabet; it would, however, be of little interest, for
what has been said will suffice to show that the alphabet